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This journal is put together, to provide quarterly news and messages from varies people to keep our 
Members and the Maltese community informed with the events of the Maltese Cultural and Heritage 
Centre at 27 Talmage Street, Albion.

Message from the President

I like to thank the Secretary Pius Sagona for the initiative to start a quarterly 
newsletter for the Maltese Cultural Association of Victoria Inc.  I think that it
is a good way to keep in touch with out Members and the Maltese 
community.

I hope that you find the newsletter interesting to read.

The Committee of the Maltese Cultural Association, manages the Cultural 
and Heritage Centre at 27 Talmage Street, Albion. 

In the last two months we gave the main hall a new facelift with a fresh paint
and decorated the pillars with chandeliers like wall brackets. We also have gold wooden frames to 
install, when the travel restrictions are eased.

The two square post near the foyer are being transformed into fancy columns. I believe that our 
Members and the Maltese community will be surprised to see the new look hall.

The committee have many more projects to accomplish, one of them is the car park. It is planned that 
the car park will be sealed with white lines, a nice fence, electronic gate opener and landscape.



Users of the Maltese Cultural Centre

Maltese Cultural Association of Victoria Inc.
Maltese Cultural Bizzilla Group
Maltese Cultural Table Tennis Group
Australian Nadur Association Inc.
Xaghra Association of Australia Inc.
Maltese Own Band Philharmonic Society Inc.
Ghaqda Zebbugija St. Filep Melbourne Australia Inc.
Australian Canary Association Inc.
Springside Pidgeon Club Inc.
St. George Association Inc.
St. Helena Maltese Australian Social Club Inc.
Victory Grace Church
New Age Wrestling
Dementia Australia

REFURBISHMENT OF THE GRAND MASTERS HALL

By Pius Sagona Secretary

At the meeting of 2 June, 2020, the Committee of
management decided to upgrade the Grand Masters Hall.
This has been a dream that the President Peter Paul Portelli
had for a long time.

The Committee of Management consist of Peter Paul Portelli
– President. Joseph Spiteri – Vice President, Pius Sagona –
Secretary, Mary Micallef – Treasurer, Margaret Spiteri and
Sam Cauchi Committee Members. Louise McDonald
resigned for health reasons.

Long time Life Member Sam Cauchi was co-opted to the
committee at the meeting of 17 March, 2020 to fill a
vacancy.

The work started on the 23 June, 2020 with Sam Cauchi
cutting the bricks to fit the steel conduits to pass the electrical wires to fit 12 chandelier type wall 
brackets.

When this was done, the next thing was to cement over the steel conduits. This was done by Peter Paul 
Portelli and Pius Sagona. 

On the 26 June, 2020, our cook, Emanuel Farrugia and Pius Sagona went to Joe Spiteri’s place and 
painted 12 MDF sheets to line the pillars to cover the bricks. We also painted MDF strips to attach to 
the gold wooden frames which are designed to decorate the pillars.



After cutting in the brickwork, we had to clean the dust that was covering the floor and chairs. Joe 
Spiteri brought a compressor to clean the dust from the chairs. This was done by Peter Paul Portelli, 
Margaret Spiteri, Eddie Micallef, Joe Spiteri and Pius Sagona.

On 20 July, the electrician started running the wires through the ceiling and down the conduits for the 
wall brackets.

On 2 July, the working gang got together again and started to fix the MDF sheets to the pillars and was 
finished in two days.

Then on Monday 6 July,  Frank Galea came to replace the cornice and fix some cracks in the ceiling. 
On 7 July, we purchased a 6 meter long by 250 mm PCV pipe to transform the two steel posts which 
were lined with plaster at the back of the hall into round columns. 

On the 9 July, the painter started his work, he painted the ceiling and the walls. We chose a soft whitish 
creamy colour for the walls. It looks much warmer and fresh.

On the 29 July, the electrician hang the new chandelier that was recently purchased, that took Peter and 
his wife Mary quite a few hours to assemble. The chandelier is a beautiful works of art having 15 lights
in two tiers that replaced the old one at the entrance of the hall.

When the work is completed, the Grand Masters Hall will look like a palace. 

The committee has decided that the hall will look like a theater at all times. No more stacking of tables 
and chairs at the back of the hall.

Mary Micallef - Treasurer

I am Mary Micallef. I joined The Maltese Cultural Association of 
Victoria in 2019. I first joined the Maltese Culture Lace Group - 
Bizzilla - because I was always fascinated by it and it’s a way we can 
keep this part of the Maltese culture alive. 

I am also part of the MCAV committee group. We hope to bring all 
members together so we can all share and enjoy our Culture and 
Heritage of past and present.

Hope you are all keeping safe and well during this difficult time. 
Looking forward to resuming our activities when it is safe to do so.



Joseph Spiteri – Vice President

     I am Joseph Spiteri, I was elected to the committee of the 
Maltese Cultural Association in April, 2019, as a committee 
member. In December, the committee called another General 
Meeting to adopt a new  constitution and elect new office 
bearers and I was elected Vice President. 

I was very happy to see so many members enjoy themselves on 
Thursday nights before the coronavirus pandemic, I hope that 
soon we can return to normal.

I am also happy with the refurbishment of our Centre. We have 
decorated the main hall to make our Centre more welcoming to 
our members and the visitors.

We have a lot of ideas to keep improving the Centre.

Cooking 
By Emanuel Farrugia 

I am Emanuel Farrugia,  I do the cooking at the Maltese Centre in Albion. I like to 
say that I miss my cooking and friends too.

I like to say about my cooking that Peter the President always insist to me to make
sure every thing have to be fresh to keep the customers happy,  that's the aim of 
the cooking I like to thank the helpers around me they keep the place clean and 
hygienic.
I wish that we meet again one day soon.  Stay safe everyone.

Recipe
Sesame biscuits

This is a recipe for sesame biscuits.
1 kg SR Flour. 400g butter or margarine. 3 eggs. 350g 
Sugar. 1t/spoon Vanilla. 1t/spoon aniseed in seed and 
some aniseed liquid. 1 t/spoon ground cloves. lemon & 
orange grated peel. mix eggs & sugar together,  put the 
rest, let it sit for one hour then make the biscuits and 
cook. 

 



Embelishment of the Grand Masters Hall

  Sam Cauchi at work cutting in the      
  bricks to pass the conduits.

   Photo from left: Eddie
   Micallef, Joseph Spiteri, Pius
   Sagona and Emanuel Farrugia
   in the background.



 The new look pillars in the hall
  with chandelier like brackets.

 A new chandelier
 was purchased to replace the
  old one near the foyer.



The Beginning of the Maltese Cultural Centre

The aim of the Maltese Cultural Association was always to support the Maltese culture and to house the
Maltese associations of Melbourne.

That aim is still alive today thanks to the Members of the Association and the Users of the Centre. We 
are hoping that in the near future, we might also have a musical group using our Centre. 



PROPOSED MUSEUM

The upper hall is planned to be a museum of Maltese heritage. We can build it slowly.
There is a statue of Our Lady of Sorrows and of St. Lawrence in the storage compartments of the MOB
that we can put on display at all times.

We can also have permanent displays by individual people on towns and villages of Malta and Gozo.

We can also have arts and photographic exhibitions.

I hope that you enjoyed our newsletter. We’ll look forward for your input in the next edition.

BIG THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS FOR YOUR UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT.

God bless.

The Committee
MCAV


