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In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen.

KNIGHTS OF ST. PETER & ST. PAUL
550 YEARS OF HISTORY 1471 – 2021
Grand Master’s Message
Blessings of the Lord.
The feast of St. Peter and St. Paul is getting near and here in Melbourne, we started
planning some festivities. With the help of the Lord God, we might have a nice
celebration to commemorate the 550 years of the Papal Order of the Knights of St.
Peter in 1471.
The Mass is being held on Sunday 27 June, 2021 at the parish of St. Martin De
Porres in Avondale Heights at 9.30 am. Our Chaplain Chevalier Fr. Frank Buhagiar is saying Mass. The
investiture of the new knights, will take place before the end of the Mass.
I know that because of the pandemic in many countries it is not possible to meet in large numbers but I
hope that some of you can meet as a group and attend Mass on the feast day 29 June or a Sunday close
to that day.
I must say that I am very pleased to hear that our new knights and dames at St. Spyridon Russian
Orthodox Church in Union with Old Rome in Puerto Rico attended in numbers for their Easter
celebrations, despite the pandemic.
We keep praying that one day soon, we will be able to go back to normality.
For most of you summer is just around the corner, so enjoy the warm weather.
With every good wish.
Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master
CKSPP

Royal Melbourne Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal
This year once again the Confraternity made a donation to the Royal Melbourne Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal.
In 1931, the Children’s Hospital in Melbourne was at risk of closure due to soaring costs, overcrowding and under
resourcing. On hearing this, a team of journalists from The Sporting Globe, part of the Herald and Weekly Times,
decided to hold a sports carnival to raise money for sick children.

On 25 February 1963, the Children’s Hospital opened in Parkville, launched by H.M. Queen Elizabeth
II, and officially becoming The Royal Children’s Hospital.
Royalty returned to Parkville on 26 October, 2011 with the opening of the new hospital at its current site, 50
Flemington Road. Queen Elizabeth officially opened the new hospital almost 50 years after opening the old facility
in 1963.

Grand Chapter of Italy
New Knight
Michele Grimaldi.
Chevalier Michele Grimaldi is the Director of the State Archive of Bari
Section of Barletta and Trani
He is also a Knight of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic.
We wish Chevalier Michele Grimaldi and the Grand Chapter of Italy much
success.
Congratulations.

Grand Chapter of Malta
Poem by Chevalier Paul Callus
Entered for Brian Strand's contest February 2021
Placed 1st

Earth Prayer
Benevolent sky
Drench my arid body
With abundant tears.
Let emotions sprout anew…
Flowers will bloom in gratitude.

Comments:
Beautifully penned Paul, with great imagery and expression.. Take care and keep safe,
Gordon.
How awesome is this creative, breathtaking poem - Let the benevolent heavens open up
and drench me, and so will emotions sprout forth, life giving abundant tears will flourish
with flowers in gratitude. It is the season of new life. Congratulations my friend Warm
regards and Hugs. Jennifer.

Hymn of the Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul
Lyrics by Chevalier Paul Callus
Noble aims and understanding
a commitment to be fair
rules by which we are united,
inspiration, trust, we share.
Under the protection
of the Saints Peter and Paul,
Humble, honest, caring
yet in faith we’re walking tall.
Working to serve others
who are helpless and in need
Striving to be caring,
with God’s help we shall succeed.
Notwithstanding place and distance
we are reaching far and wide;

race or language are no hindrance
Christ will be our trusted guide.
Under the protection
of the Saints Peter and Paul,
Humble, honest, caring
yet in faith we’re walking tall.
Working to serve others
who are helpless and in need
Striving to be caring,
with God’s help we shall succeed.
Let us strive and be inspired
by our mutual Christian aims,
being loyal to ideals;
of true love spreading the flames.
Under the protection
of the Saints Peter and Paul,
Humble, honest, caring
yet in faith we’re walking tall.
Working to serve others
who are helpless and in need
Striving to be caring,
with God’s help we shall succeed.
-----------------------------Paul Callus ~ May 2017

The Gozo Convention
We have gathered here in Gozo
Where it is our main intention
To be meeting, get acquainted
And be part of the Convention.
There are members from Australia,
German, also Portuguese,
Some are hailing from Bulgaria
And of course, local Maltese.
At Imġarr we are residing;
The Grand Hotel faces the sea.
A full programme is awaiting
The threat of boredom there won’t be.
After speeches down to business
Points presented and compared,

All are open to discussion
Members’ views then wisely shared.
At the sanctuary, Ta’ Pinu,
Mass is offered – a thanksgiving.
Ample time for cruise and folk shows
Relaxation and sightseeing.
Nadur next for the church service
For the feast to Peter-Paul
Taking part in the procession:
An experience to enthral.

Group photo of the Gozo Convention 28 June, 2017 at the Sacred Heart Church in Nadur.

The Supreme Council
The Supreme Council is the government of the Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul.
A Member is elected to serve by the majority of the sitting councillors and elected to serve for life. A
Member of the Supreme Council can resign if he or she feels that they can no longer serve in their role.
The role of the Supreme Council is to assess most of the request from people who have the desire to
become a knight. Most of the requests are checked thoroughly by the Officer in Charge before the
request is tabled for deliberation by the Supreme Council.

Croatian Knights and the Order of St. Peter & St. Paul
By Chevalier Alexander McPherson
In the beginning of the Order of St. Peter & St. Paul in 1997, the Maltese and the
Croatian Members played an important role to help it grow.
The aim of the Order was to honour members of the community for their tireless
work to serve others.
The first Croatian member Mato Verkic was nominated to the Order by the
Croatian Consulate in Melbourne. Chevalier Mato Verkic was given the Office of
Prior for the Croatian Members and Member of the newly formed Council.
Chevalier Mato Verkic was followed by Ivan Skratulja, Josip Petruzalek, Sergio Marusic, Lucy
Fiamengo, Suzi Fanjek Ljiljana Goja, Ante Grasic and now by myself.
Two deceased members include the late Suzi Fanjek [Melbourne] and The Most Reverend Mile
Bogovic, Bishop emeritus of Gospić-Senj [Croatia].

All these members have served their community in many organizations from their Croatian Catholic
Centres in Clifton, Sunshine, Geelong and in Sprinvale.

A new chapter in the history of the Order
In June 2007 a new chapter in the history started with the Italian Members joining the Order. This
became the turning point, the Italian Members contributed to what it is today, an international
institution to help the poor and the sick.
In 2010 the name was changed to Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul and became an
Incorporated organization under the Act. of the State of Victoria.

Group photo: Maltese
and Croatian knights
with Archbishop Denis
Hart of Melbourne on
the left and Bishop Mile
Bogovic of Gospic
Croatia. Croatian
Catholic Centre in West
Sunhine. 17 November,
2001.

A mosaic arch made by our artist Chevalier Chancellor Joseph Louis
Meilak for the statue of Our Lady.
CKSPP - Nadur. Gozo. Malta.

Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul in Melbourne
God willing, this year we are celebrating the feast of St. Peter and St.
Paul with our Annual Celebration Lunch.
This is taking place on Sunday 18 July, 2021 at the Melrose
Reception Centre in Tullamarine.
The reason that we are holding the function so late after the 29 of
June, is because of the uncertainty of the moment with the pandemic
and to avoid having it on the same day with another association. that
we know.
We appeal to our knights and dames in Melbourne to help us sell the
tickets to make this a wonderful event. [ see poster next page ]

That’s all I have for you for this month.
As always, I hope that you enjoy reading the newsletter.
Thank you for your messages and likes on Facebook.
God bless you in St. Peter and St. Paul
Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master
CKSPP
Melbourne. Australia

